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1. [bookmark: _Toc113446035][bookmark: _Toc113446253][bookmark: _Toc116642761]Introduction
1.1. The Parties recall that the Fundamental Principles and Statutes of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement (the Movement), the decisions of the General Assembly of the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC or Federation), the resolutions of the International Conference and the Council of Delegates of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement will be applicable in all circumstances. The Movement Coordination for Collective Impact Agreement (Seville Agreement 2.0) of June 2022 governing Movement coordination in situations triggering a collective response and components’ functional cooperation, as well as the Principles and Rules for Red Cross and Red Crescent Humanitarian Assistance, will be used as a reference for international activities requiring coordination among various components of the Movement.
1.2. The Parties cooperate with the IFRC in its coordination of International Movement support to the Country National Society’s activities to ensure coherent country operation.
1.3. This Country Agreement is made between the [insert Lead Organisation] (hereinafter referred to as [insert acronym]), [insert Country NS] (hereinafter referred to as [insert acronym]) and the [insert Partner EUNS and IFRC as applicable] (hereinafter referred to as [insert acronym] [insert as many NS as needed] , and hereinafter together referred to as “The Parties” and sets out the terms and conditions for the cooperation between the Parties in implementing the Country Action “[insert title]“ in [insert country] (hereinafter referred as “the Country Action”) funded by the European Commission Directorate General for Civil Protection and Humanitarian Aid Operations (DG ECHO) through Contribution Agreement Number: [ECHO/-AF/BUD/2022/92088] signed by IFRC on the [01/09/2022] (hereinafter referred to as the “Contribution Agreement”).
1.4. The IFRC, the Lead Organisation and the Partner EUNS are parties to a Framework Agreement which establishes the overarching terms and conditions which regulate their respective roles and responsibilities in connection with the PPP and the implementation of any related action financed by DG ECHO (hereinafter referred to as the “Framework Agreement”).
1.5. [bookmark: _30j0zll]The Parties have jointly participated in the formulation of this Country Action which is an integral part of the overall Pilot Programmatic Partnership proposal presented by the IFRC to DG ECHO. The Country Action has been approved and the Contribution Agreement has been signed between DG ECHO and the IFRC. The [insert Lead Organisation] has subsequently signed a Project Agreement with the IFRC for this Country Action. The Country Action is based on the mutually agreed Description of the Country Action document (see Annex XXXX) and the approved Estimated Country Budget (see Annex XXXX), which are attached to this Country Agreement. The overall Country Action budget will not exceed a total of EUR [insert amount].
1.6. IFRC is the contracting party to DG ECHO and the [insert Lead Organisation] is the coordinator of the country level partnership with [insert Partner EUNS], [insert as many Partner EUNS as needed] and [insert Country NS].
1.7. The aim of the Parties, through this Country Agreement, is to ensure effective cooperation in relation to the implementation of the Country Action [insert reference].
1.8. The Parties acknowledge that their respective rights and obligations under this Agreement shall be subject to the terms and conditions of the Contribution Agreement and the Project Agreement and undertake to interpret and comply with the terms of this Agreement in a manner allowing IFRC and the Lead Organisation to comply with the terms of the Contribution Agreement and the Project Agreement respectively. In case of any discrepancy, inconsistency or gap between the provisions of the Contribution Agreement, the Project Agreement and this Agreement, the order of precedence shall be as follows:
(i) Firstly, the Contribution Agreement,
(ii) Secondly, the Project Agreement, and
(iii) Thirdly, this Agreement.

As far as communication and relationship between the IFRC and EUNSs are concerned, the IFRC and EUNS shall comply with the terms of the Framework Agreement.
2. [bookmark: _Toc113446036][bookmark: _Toc113446254][bookmark: _Toc116642762]Purpose of the Country Agreement
2.1. This Country Agreement expresses the mutual effort of the Parties to achieve the goals and objectives as set out by the Description of the Country Action document (see Annex xxx) and to meet all donor requirements to which the Country Action is subjected.
2.2. The purpose of this Country Agreement is to define the roles and responsibilities of the Parties in the planning, implementation, financial management, procurement, monitoring and evaluation in order to ensure effective cooperation between the Parties for implementation of the Country Action.
3. [bookmark: _Toc113446037][bookmark: _Toc113446255][bookmark: _Toc116642763]Objectives of the Country Action
3.1. The objectives of the Country Action are defined in the approved Description of the Country Action (see Annex xxxx) and its annexes. The Parties agree to follow the Description of the Country Action and the Estimated Budget (see Annex xxx) in the implementation of their share of the Country Action.
4. [bookmark: _Toc113446038][bookmark: _Toc113446256][bookmark: _Toc116642764]Duration, term and termination of the Country Agreement
4.1. This Country Agreement shall come into effect, after it has been signed by all Parties. It shall remain valid until the moment when the final payment has been transferred by the IFRC to [insert Lead Organisation] and the final installments have been distributed to the other relevant Parties. 
4.2. The eligible Action period will run from 1st of April /1 May 2022 to 30 April 2023 (the “Action Period”). All costs need to be incurred in the Action Period.
4.3. In any case, the expiry or termination of this Agreement shall not release the Parties from those responsibilities, obligations and commitments stipulated in the Contribution Agreement, such as those related to reporting and supporting documents, audit and recoveries referring to the Country Action implementation.
4.4. If the Contribution Agreement between DG ECHO and the IFRC is extended, the duration of this Country Agreement may be revised, by the parties and extended by mutual written agreement of the Parties.
5. [bookmark: _Toc113446039][bookmark: _Toc113446257][bookmark: _Toc116642765]Roles and responsibilities of the Parties
5.1. [bookmark: _Toc80643412][bookmark: _Toc113446040][bookmark: _Toc113446258]Each of the Parties shall:
5.1.1. be fully responsible towards the lead Organisation for implementing the Country Action and for complying with its respective obligations. Each Party shall carry out the Country Action with the requisite care, efficiency, transparency and diligence, in line with the principle of sound financial management and with the best practices in the field;
5.1.2. have the responsibility to support and work in close collaboration with the other Parties. In line with the overarching principles of the Country Action, translating the IFRC Agenda for Renewal, each Party shall work in a collaborative and partnership spirit. Each Party shall participate in regular and constructive manner to the Country coordination meetings organized by the [insert Lead Organisation], (ref. to article 7.2).
5.1.3. [bookmark: _Hlk78543844]implement the tasks attributed to it in the Country Action as described in the Description of the Action and its annexes, according to the agreed Estimated Budget (see Annex xxxx), respecting the appropriate formats stipulated in the Contribution Agreement between DG ECHO and the IFRC. Each Party shall allocate qualified human resources to support and provide technical input to the Country Action by its respective teams and staff at Headquarters according to their capacities and expertise in line with the respective role defined in the Description of the Action and the Country Plan [insert reference to the country plan submitted to DG ECHO];
5.1.4. be responsible for the proper execution and the monitoring of the activities in its respective fields of intervention as per the Description of the Country Action and its annexes;
5.1.5. be responsible for monitoring of timeliness and quality of reporting according to DG ECHO Guidelines in its respective activities as per the Description of the Country Action and its annexes. Furthermore, the Parties shall share information regarding progress in implementation on a regular basis as per art. 7 of this Country Agreement; 
5.1.6. properly share information related to the Country Action to the [insert Lead Organisation] on a regular basis and raise issues of concerns in a transparent and professional manner within the partnership. Inform without delay the [insert Lead Organisation], who shall in turn inform the other Parties as relevant, in writing on the lack of capacity to implement its/their part of the Country Action, and the latest four months before the end of the Country Action and, in any case, refrain from changing the Country Action content as laid down in the annexes to this Country Agreement without prior discussion and acceptance by all the Parties;
5.1.7. seek to find solutions and contribute to the Country Action implementation in the event that another Party is unable to deliver on assigned tasks.
5.1.8. allow the Federation, the European Union, including its Court of Auditors, OLAF, and other authorised representatives to undertake checks, reviews, investigations and audits (including desk reviews, on the spot checks and inspections) related to the Country Action, including in particular the technical and financial management of operations financed under the Agreement. This includes procedures for the award of procurement contracts. The Parties shall grant access to the Federation, ECHO, OLAF, the European Court of Auditors or to other organisations or individuals authorised by ECHO to Country Action locations and to all relevant technical and financial information necessary to verify the implementation of the Country Action, including document and computerized data. The documents and computerised data may include information that the Parties consider confidential in accordance with their own established regulations and rules or as governed by contractual agreement. Such information if provided to the European Commission, OLAF, the European Court of Auditors, or any other authorised representatives, shall be treated in accordance with EU confidentiality rules and legislation and if to the Federation in accordace with its confidentiality policies and practices. Documents must be accessible and filed in a manner permitting inspection and the Parties shall inform ECHO or those authorised by ECHO of the exact location of relevant documents.
5.1.9. remain solely responsible and liable for all of its employees and volunteers;
5.1.10. be fully responsible for, and cover with its own funds, any expenditure deemed ineligible that it has incurred from activities that have been assigned to it.
5.1.11. defend, hold harmless and indemnify the other Parties, their agents, directors or staff members against any legal liability, cost or expense (including reasonable attorney’s fees and court costs) arising from the negligent acts or omissions of the indemnifying Party, its agents, directors or staff members; 
5.1.12. promote the respect of human rights and respect applicable environmental legislation including multilateral environmental agreements, as well as internationally agreed core labour standards. The Parties shall not support activities that contribute to money laundering, terrorism financing, tax avoidance, tax fraud or tax evasion
5.1.13. comply with all applicable legislation and relevant industry standards, including, but not limited to, those concerning local procurement (see art. 8 of this Country Agreement), employment law, work safety 

5.1.14. be responsible for the management, storage and preservation of its own materials and equipment related to the Country Action for all its duration. 
5.1.15. refrain at all times from all or any actions which may be regarded as illegal or corrupt. The Parties shall actively work to resist, prevent, and detect all forms of fraud and corruption within their organization and activities the Parties take part in, including but not limited to activities under this Country Agreement, in accordance with applicable laws and their respective policies and procedures. No offer, payment, consideration, or benefit of any kind, which could be regarded as an illegal or corrupt practice, shall be made, promised, sought or accepted, neither directly nor indirectly, as an inducement or reward in relation to activities funded under this Country Agreement, including tendering, award or execution of contracts. Any such practice by one Party will be grounds for the immediate cancellation of that Party’s participation in this Country Agreement and the Action, and for such, additional action, civil and/or criminal, as may be appropriate. In case of any credible indication or allegation of fraud and/or corruption and/or other illegal act, the relevant Party shall promptly inform the Lead Organisation about the situation and the planned actions. The relevant Party shall, in good co-operation with appropriate authorities, seek to prevent disruption or harm to the Country Action and deal with those involved using appropriate legal procedures, in line with applicable laws and its respective policies and procedures.
5.1.16. ensure that any type of agreement, policy, rule or other document (contract, MoU, membership, code of conduct, others) entered into with, or applicable to, staff, volunteers, partners or suppliers includes an anti-corruption clause and complies with art.  5.1.15 of this Country Agreement;
5.1.17. commit to take all necessary measures to prevent, stop, and if proven, take action against any sexual exploitation and abuse. The Parties shall prevent sexual exploitation and abuse in compliance with their respective Codes of Conduct and safeguarding policies and procedures in relation to children, young people, and adults and at a minimum with the principles expressed in section 2.3 of the Federation’s Code of Conduct[footnoteRef:2] and section 2.3 of the Federation’s ‘Child Safeguarding Policy[footnoteRef:3]. Each Party shall investigate and take immediate action, following fair and proper procedures, should it have reason to believe that any personnel or any of its activities funded by this Agreement may be in breach of this provision. Each Party shall notify the Lead Organisation of any personnel accused of, charged with, arrested for or convicted of criminal offences relating to exploitation or abuse. In case of failure by a Party to properly investigate allegation so indications of a breach of this provision, then the Lead Organisation or IFRC shall be entitled to conduct an investigation and the relevant Party shall fully cooperate with such an investigation. Each Party shall ensure that this provision applies to its staff, consultants, and volunteers and is contained in all agreements with subcontractors. Each Party acknowledges that this Agreement may be terminated where there has been a breach of this provision, and that the Lead Organisation or IFRC may request audits or other measures to verify compliance with this provision. [2:  https://fednet.ifrc.org/PageFiles/85498/Staff%20Code%20of%20Conduct%202007.pdf]  [3:  https://www.ifrc.org/document/ifrc-child-safeguarding-policy] 

5.1.18. ensure reasonable protection of personal data. Personal data means any information related to a natural person in accordance with the applicable national law. Any operation performed upon personal data, such as collection, recording, organisation, storage, adaption or alteration, retrieval, consultation, use, disclosure, erasure, or destruction, shall be based on the rules and procedures of the relevant Party, and shall only be done as far as is necessary for the performance of the mandate of such Party. Personal data shall be: 
(i) processed lawfully, fairly and in a transparent manner in relation to the data subject;
(ii) collected for specified, explicit and legitimate purposes and not further processed in a manner that is incompatible with those purposes;
(iii) adequate, relevant and limited to what is necessary in relation to the purposes for which they are processed;
(iv) accurate and, where necessary, kept up to date;
(v) kept in a form which permits identification of data subjects for no longer than is necessary for the purposes for which the personal data are processed; and
(vi) processed in a manner that ensures appropriate security of the personal data.
(vii) In particular, each Party shall take appropriate technical and organisational security measures concerning the risks inherent in any such operation and the nature of the information relating to the natural person concerned, in order to:
(viii) Prevent any unauthorised person from gaining access to computer systems performing such operations, and especially unauthorised reading, copying, alteration or removal of storage media; this includes unauthorised data input as well as any unauthorised disclosure, alteration, or erasure of stored information,
(ix) Ensure that unauthorised users of an IT system performing such operations can access only the information to which their access right refers, and
(x) Design its organisational structure in such a way that it meets the above requirements.
5.1.19. agree to determine the respective responsibilities for data protection in a transparent manner and to conclude additional data protection agreements were deemed necessary;
5.1.20. in the event of the any audit, provide to the Lead Organisation all the documents required.
5.2. [bookmark: _Toc80643413][bookmark: _Toc113446041][bookmark: _Toc113446259]Specifically, the [insert Lead Organisation] shall:
5.2.1. coordinate and monitor that the Country Action is implemented in accordance with the Country Agreement and the Project Agreement signed with the IFRC and ensure coordination among all Parties and IFRC;
5.2.2. be the intermediary for all communication between the Parties, IFRC and DG ECHO as described in art. 7 of this Country Agreement;
5.2.3. coordinate monitoring and reporting activities for the Country Action as described in art. 7 of this Country Agreement;
5.2.4. inform all Parties of any legal, financial and technical exchange with DG ECHO and inform about internal or external issues that may affect the implementation of the Country Action;
5.2.5. be responsible in the event of any audit for collecting, compiling and providing to the IFRC all the documents required;
5.2.6. provide information to IFRC about the transfer of funds made to the other Parties upon request;
5.2.7. be responsible for the transfer of the funds to the relevant Partner EUNS and Country NS in a timely manner as agreed in art. 6 of this Country Agreement;
5.2.8. ensure that, if one of the Parties fails to implement their part of the Country Action, the issue is being raised in the Country coordination group to collectively agree on the best way to address it. 
5.2.9. not delegate or subcontract the above-mentioned tasks to any other Party of this Country Agreement;
5.3. [bookmark: _Toc80643414][bookmark: _Toc113446042][bookmark: _Toc113446260]Specifically, each of the [insert Partner EUNS and IFRC if IFRC is supporting activities of Country NS] [insert as many Partner EUNS as needed] shall:
5.3.1. Timely provide to the [insert Lead Organisation] the data needed to draw up the reports, financial statements and other information or documents required by the Project Agreement;
5.3.2. provide to the [insert Lead Organisation] the necessary documents for preparation of intermediate and final report including financial and narrative information on the activities they are responsible for, following the modalities described in art. 7 of this Country Agreement.
5.3.3. support the [insert Country NS] in the implementation of the Country Actions at country level, including technical assistance, quality and compliance assurance, local procurement and financial and grant management and monitoring and visibility; 
5.3.4. transfer all the funds needed for the Country Action implementation to the [insert Country NS] as per the Description of the Country Action and approved Country Budget in a timely manner under a modality to be agreed in writing between the relevant Parties aligned to internal procedures of the parties and with the support and supervision of the Lead Organisation;
5.3.5. support the [insert Country NS] in the gathering of all the data needed to draw up the reports, financial statements and other information or documents required for the adequate monitoring and reporting of the Country Action;
5.4. [bookmark: _Toc80643415][bookmark: _Toc113446043][bookmark: _Toc113446261]Specifically, the [insert Country NS] shall:
5.4.1. work in close coordination and facilitate the cooperation with the [insert Lead Organisation], the partner EUNS [insert Partner EUNS] and the [insert Country NS] staff and volunteers as well as facilitate the implementation of the Country Action and the dialogue at branches level;
5.4.2. contribute with technical, human and financial resources as per the Description of the Country Action and approved Country Budget to support the implementation of the Country Action; ; be responsible for the recruitment of Country Action dedicated staff who should spend the sufficient amount of their working hours, as according to the Country Action and Country Budget working for the Country Action (the [insert Country NS] acknowledges that this does not apply to the partially budgeted headquarter staff); be responsible for the selection of volunteers capable and suitable for the successful implementation of the Country Action;
5.4.3. inform immediately upon occurrence or as soon as possible the relevant Partie(s) of any relevant contingencies and/or changes and/or other agreements with other partners that could affect the achievements of the overall objective, results, activities and indicators; the budgetary execution according to the Country budget; any contingencies that would require specific attention according to the Contribution Agreement or the fulfilment of any of the responsibilities established in this Country Agreement;
5.4.4. be responsible to facilitate the obtention of the VAT exemption towards the appropriate authorities, according to article 6.2.4 of this Country Agreement;
5.4.5. facilitate close co-operation with government institutions, agencies, local authorities and other local actors and coordinate administrative procedures needed for the Country Action with the respective authorities in country;
5.4.6. facilitate the dialogue and ensure equal visibility of the Country Action within the local population and media, in close coordination with the other Parties as per art. 7 of this Country Agreement.
5.4.7. In case of under-expenditure or under-performance, decide jointly with the other Parties on mitigation measures such as reallocation of funds among EUNS or to other PPP Country, subject to the terms of the Project Agreement and the Contribution Agreement.
5.5. [bookmark: _Toc113446044][bookmark: _Toc113446262][bookmark: _Hlk111217624]Regarding activities supported by IFRC upon the mutual agreement of the Parties which are to be implemented by the Country NS and which related costs are indicated in the Budget as falling under the Federation responsibility (the “Federation-supported Activities”):
5.5.1. the Lead Organization shall only be responsible to timely channel the related funds to the Country NS,
5.5.2. the Federation shall be able to directly communicate instructions to the Country NS as needed, to access the Country NS premises and records, and receive directly from the Country NS sufficient information to be able to properly direct, verify and monitor the implementation of Federation-supported Activities, and
5.5.3. the Federation shall be fully responsible vis-à-vis ECHO for the implementation of such Federation-supported Activities and for any related ineligible expenditure under the Contribution Agreement, and the Country NS shall be responsible vis-à-vis the Federation for its respective portion of the implementation of Federation-supported Activities and any related ineligible expenditure.
5.6. [bookmark: _Toc113446045][bookmark: _Toc113446263]Regarding activities supported by IFRC upon the mutual agreement of the Parties which related funding shall not be transferred to the Lead Organisation:
5.6.1. the Federation shall be fully responsible vis-à-vis ECHO for the implementation of the related activities and for any related ineligible expenditure under the Contribution Agreement.
6. [bookmark: _Toc113446046][bookmark: _Toc113446264][bookmark: _Toc116642766]Budget and financial management
6.1. Financial transfers
6.1.1. The [insert Lead Organisation] will make a disbursement of the relevant portion of the contribution made available by the IFRC under the Project Agreement to the Partner EUNS and Country NS according to their responsibilities and agreed budget allocation. Each Party will provide a dedicated bank account to the Lead Organisation at the time of the signature of this Country Agreement. The Country NS will make available a dedicated bank account for the Lead Organisation and for each Partner EUNS.
6.1.2. The [insert Lead Organisation] shall ensure that all funds allocated to the relevant Parties are transferred in a timely manner after installments being received from the IFRC


6.1.3. The final payment will be transferred by [insert Lead Organisation] to the other Partners EUNS in a timely manner upon receipt of the relevant portion of DG ECHO’s balance of payment from the IFRC.
6.1.4. The operational budget of the Country Action is EUR [insert total amount of country budget] and is shared between the Parties according to the Estimated Budget (see Annex 2) and the remuneration indicative budget is EUR [ insert total amount] and will be shared as follows:

	
	Total ECHO contribution amount (operational cost + remuneration cost to EUNS)
	Operational cost (=direct + indirect cost)
	Remuneration cost to EUNS
	Financial support to third parties (direct and indirect costs) 
 [insert Country NS]

	Lead Organisation
	[insert amount] €
	[insert amount] €
	[insert amount] €
	[insert amount] €

	Partner EUNS 1
	[insert amount] €
	[insert amount] €
	[insert amount] €
	[insert amount] €

	Partner EUNS 2
	[insert amount] €
	[insert amount] €
	[insert amount] €
	[insert amount] €

	IFRC
	
	
	
	

	Total amount 
	
	
	
	


It being understood that the amounts indicated above are indicative and provisional, and that the actual amount of remuneration shall be finally established following ECHO’s decision on final implementation costs based on actual expenditure.

6.1.5. The funds will be transferred to all Parties in the relevant currency and financial reports have to be issued in EURO. All the expenses will be reported to DG ECHO through IFRC following the procedures described in art. 7 of this Country Agreement.

6.1.6. Funds may be converted into currencies other than the euro according to the exchange rate policies of each Party, with the understanding that such policies must be in line with DG ECHO rules. Exchange rate losses are not an eligible cost for DG ECHO, therefore losses due to exchange rates, if any, will be assumed by the Party having performed the relevant currency exchange transaction.
6.2. Expenditure commitment and eligibility of costs
6.2.1. All Parties shall ensure that any funds received from the IFRC via the [insert Lead Organisation] are used by all Parties as designated in the operational budget and according to the Country Action goals, results and indicators and DG ECHO requirements, including in particular the provisions of the Contribution Agreement.
6.2.2. Each Party will ensure an adequate financial management according to its financial and accounting procedures, including timely financial reporting, according to the procedures described in art. 7 of this Country Agreement.
6.2.3. The Parties will keep all original financial supporting documentation (including procurement documentation, invoices, staff contracts, exchange rate documentation if applicable, time sheets or equivalent etc.) as required by DG ECHO and the Contribution Agreement. This documentation has to be kept for a period of eight years after the date of final payment by DG ECHO to the IFRC. The documentation (originals or copies) shall be made immediately available to the IFRC through the [insert Lead Organisation] in case they are requested by the European Commission. The same applies in case of a DG ECHO audit that would be conducted at [insert Lead Organisation] and not within each of the Parties’ premises.
6.2.4. Taxes that are recoverable or deductible are not an eligible cost for DG ECHO. The Country NS will, at the beginning of the implementation period, take the necessary steps to obtain VAT tax exemption with the support of all EUNS. In case this is not possible, a written statement from the public authority in charge, that demonstrates the impossibility of obtaining tax exemption, or proof that the request was made by a Party, should be provided in order to include the related costs in the financial reports.
6.2.5. Costs considered as non-eligible by DG ECHO in the acceptance of the final report or in an eventual audit of Action expenditures will be assumed by the Party responsible for those costs. This obligation is also applicable to the indirect costs on a pro-rata basis. In case of recoveries required by DG ECHO and notified by IFRC to the Lead Organisation, the Lead Organisation shall promptly inform the Party responsible for such recoveries and such Party shall promptly refund the relevant amount to the Lead Organisation.
6.2.6. To be considered eligible as direct costs of the Country Action, costs must be:
(i) incurred in the Action Period. The Action Period can be extended according to art. 4.4 of this Country Agreement.  
(ii) necessary for carrying out the Country Action, be directly attributable to the Country Action and arise as a direct consequence of its implementation and charged in proportion to the actual use;
(iii) incurred in accordance with the provisions of this Agreement;
(iv) reasonable, justified and comply with the principle of sound financial management, in particular regarding economy and efficiency and in line with the relevant Party’s usual practices, regardless of the source of funding;
(v) actually incurred by the relevant Party, i.e. they represent real expenditure definitely and genuinely borne by such Party, during the Action Period Term whatever the time of actual disbursement by the relevant Party, in particular:
i. Costs relating to services and works shall relate to activities performed during the Action Period. Costs relating to supplies shall relate to delivery and installation of items during the Action Period. 
ii. Pending payments corresponding to incurred costs shall either be paid before the submission of the final report or they shall be listed in the final report together with the estimated date of payment.
iii. An exception is made for costs relating to the final report, including expenditure verification, audit and final evaluation of the Country Action, which may be incurred after the Action Period. 
(vi) identifiable, in particular being recorded in the Party’s accounts, and backed by effective supporting evidence (originals, as the case may be in electronic form), and be verifiable in any checks, reviews or audits including spot checks of the Country Action conducted by the Lead Organisation or the IFRC or their authorised representatives, the European Union, including its Court of Auditors or the European Anti-Fraud Office (‘OLAF’).
(vii) covered by the Budget
(viii) compliant with the applicable tax and social legislation.
6.3. Indirect costs and remuneration
6.3.1 The Parties will apply indirect costs rates as follows:
6.3.2.  Each of the Lead Organization and Partner EUNS will apply a rate of 7% on costs of activities directly implemented by it,
6.3.3 In addition to the above, each of the Lead Organization and Partner EUNS will be entitled to apply a rate of 1% to costs of activities implemented by the Country NS with funds transferred by the Lead Organization or Partner EUNS respectively, and
6.3.4 The Country NS shall apply a rate of 6% to costs of activities directly implemented by it.
6.3.5	For the avoidance of doubt:
i. the indirect costs referred to in subparagraph 6.3.2 above shall not apply to any portion of the budget implemented by the Country NS for Federation-supported Activities as defined in the Project Agreement.
ii. Federation shall not apply the indirect cost referred to in subparagraphs 6.3.2 and 6.3.3 above to any portion of the budget implemented by the Country NS for Federation-supported Activities as defined in the Project Agreement. Indirect costs as defined in subparagraph 6.3.3 above will be applied by and remain with the Lead Organization.
6.3.5 The remuneration shall be split according to section 19. i. of the Project Agreement;

6.4. The following costs shall not be considered eligible in addition to any other costs not fulfilling the conditions set out in clause 6.2:
(ix) bonuses, provisions, reserves or non-remuneration related costs. employers' contributions to pension or other insurance funds run by a Party may only be eligible to the extent they do not exceed the actual payments made by these schemes and that the amount provisioned does not exceed the contribution that could have been made to an external fund; 
(x) full-purchase cost of equipment and assets unless the asset or equipment is specifically purchased for the Country Action and ownership is transferred in accordance with DG ECHO’s requirements;
(xi) return of capital; 
(xii) debt and debt service charges;
(xiii) provisions for losses or debt or potential future liabilities;
(xiv) costs incurred during the suspension of the implementation of the Country Action except for costs accepted by DG ECHO;
(xv) expenditure financed from other sources, including without limitation costs declared by a Party under another agreement financed by the European Union budget (including through the European Development Fund);
(xvi) taxes, duties and charges, including VAT, that a Party is entitled to reclaim;
(xvii) purchases of land or buildings, unless otherwise specified in this Agreement;
(xviii) currency exchange losses;
(xix) Contributions in kind. The cost of staff assigned to the Country Action is not a contribution in kind.
(xx) Invoices including indirect costs issued by the Lead Organisation to a Party in connection with the Country Action.
7. [bookmark: _Toc113446047][bookmark: _Toc113446265][bookmark: _Toc116642767]Monitoring, reporting and communication channels
7.1. Communication with DG ECHO
7.1.1. The Parties acknowledge that the IFRC Secretariat is responsible for all official communications with DG ECHO headquarter, including in particular with respect to the communication of interim and final reports and Country Action modification requests
7.1.2. The [insert Lead Organisation shall be responsible, in close cooperation with the IFRC [insert field office/country representative], the Partner EUNS and Country NS, for the communication with DG ECHO at the country level in relation with the Country Action, as described in the PPP governance and management structure (see Annex xxxx). ToRs of the country advisory group are annexed to the Country agreement (see Annex xxx).  
7.2. Country coordination
7.2.1. The Country level internal coordination group (the “ Country coordination group”) is composed by the [insert Lead Organisation], the [insert Country NS], the [insert Partner EUNS] [insert as many Partner EUNS as needed], the IFRC [insert field office/country representative] and shall meet regularly with a minimum of quarterly meetings. ToRs of the country coordination group are annexed to the Country agreement (see Annex xx?).
7.2.2. The Country coordination group, co-chaired by the Country NS and lead EUNS, shall seek to make decision linked to the country action by consensus. For the avoidance of doubt, no decision may be made by the Country coordination group which could result in a breach of any provision of the Contribution Agreement, Project Agreement or any specific requirement from DG ECHO. In case arbitration is needed it is up to the co-chairs to make a final decision, subject to seeking IFRC’s prior approval in case the decision implies any modification of the Contribution Agreement. 
7.2.3. The [insert Lead Organisation] shall be responsible for the information collection and information sharing from the field to the IFRC [insert field office/country representative] and from the IFRC [insert field office/country representative] to the field.
7.3. Monitoring and Reporting

7.3.1. Monitoring and reporting documents must respect the format provided by the IFRC and be submitted by the Parties via the “Data Collection tools” (see Annex xxxx?) to the IFRC
7.3.2. The [insert Partner EUNS and IFRC when IFRC is supporting HNS activities] [insert as many Partner EUNS as needed] shall collect the information from the [insert Country NS], in line with their respective roles defined in the Description of the Action (see Annex xxxx), and submit the information to the [insert Lead Organisation]
7.3.3. All Parties shall ensure that the reporting is in English. All the documentation in support of the reports shall be accompanied by an informal translation either in English, French or Spanish: this also includes invoices, purchasing files, quotations, delivery notes, donation certificates, others.
Reporting towards DG ECHO:
7.3.4. Financial reporting and data collection provided for the purpose of the interim report toward DG ECHO will be done via the Financial Reporting template and the Data collection tools in order to facilitate consolidation of over or under spending and to enable the [insert Lead Organisation] to address this matter to the IFRC if needed. Each Party is responsible for checking receipts, including all supporting documentation of procurement and commitments made at field level before they are sent to the respective HQs and address points of required remedy in a timely fashion.

7.3.5. Each relevant Party is responsible for reporting the data of the [insert Country NS] in its own report before consolidation by the [insert Lead Organisation].


7.3.6. The reports shall be submitted to the [insert Lead Organisation] by the relevant Parties based on the information shared by the Country NS in the following timeframe:
· Interim report [footnoteRef:4] [dd/mm/yyyy]  [4:  This refers to the deadline of reporting of IFRC to DG ECHO ] 

· Country NS to Partner EUNS - 60 days prior to reporting deadline to DG ECHO;
· [bookmark: _Hlk113441385]Relevant Party to Lead EUNS – 45 days prior to reporting deadline to DG ECHO;
· Lead EUNS to IFRC – 30 days prior to reporting deadline to DG ECHO;
· Final report [footnoteRef:5] [dd/mm/yyyy]  [5:  This refers to the deadline of reporting of IFRC to DG ECHO ] 

· Country NS to Partner EUNS – 60 days prior to reporting deadline to DG ECHO;
· Relevant Party to Lead EUNS – 45 days prior to reporting deadline to DG ECHO;
· Lead EUNS to IFRC – 30 days prior to reporting deadline to DG ECHO;

7.3.7. The financial report includes the list of transactions underlying the financial report, and all financial references shall be in the reporting currency. 


Monitoring:

7.3.8. The [Country NS] shall provide each relevant Partner with regular information of the budget expenditure rate by result as well as the expenditure rate foreseen for the following months, so that [insert Partner EUNS and IFRC if IFRC is supporting activities of Country NS] [insert as many Partner EUNS as needed] can fulfill their obligations described at art 7.3.9. The frequency and specific modalities of this financial monitoring is to be agreed among all Partners at country level.

7.3.9. Each of the [insert Partner EUNS and IFRC if IFRC is supporting activities of Country NS] [insert as many Partner EUNS as needed] shall provide to the [insert Lead Organisation every two months, the budget expenditure rate by result as well as the expenditure rate foreseen for the following months. After [6 or 7] months of implementation, the accumulated expenditure rate will be analysed by IFRC global grant management, to ensure that expenditure rate follows the implementation plan.

7.3.10.  All Parties in country shall take potential decisions to mitigate under expenditure/ under performance which will be communicated by the [lead EUNS] to the IFRC as the contracting party of the Contribution Agreement and discussed with the IFRC as needed. The Parties hereby acknowledge that potential remedial measures may include (i) reallocation of the Country Budget at country level, including, as the case may be, reallocation among Partner EUNS and the Country NS, and/or (ii) and with Federation’s prior written approval reallocation between the Country Budget and other country budgets under the PPP, subject to compliance with the Contribution Agreement.


7.3.11. For reallocations within the Country Budget at country level, reference is made to the “Federation General Terms and Conditions for Project Agreement with National Societies with ECHO PPP Funding”, art. 4.4 and Art 17 of the Specific Conditions. Subject to such clauses, IFRC and/or EUNS may reallocate amounts within the Country Budget or if needed create new individual budget components.

8. [bookmark: _Toc113446049][bookmark: _Toc113446267][bookmark: _Toc116642768]Procurement
8.1. Notwithstanding the preceding and as an exception to article 12.b) of the Framework Agreement, the Parties may mutually agree in the procurement plan on which of the Parties will be best placed to conduct all or part of any international procurement required in connection with the Project, whether at country or multi-country level, based on the procurement principles set forth in Article 11.2 of the General Terms and Conditions, the PPP Procurement Guidelines attached as Attachment 8 hereto and best practices, taking into account the objectives of procurement efficiency, economies of scale and value for money as well as the respective procurement capacities of both Parties.
8.2. Each Party which is certified as a DG ECHO Partner shall apply its own procurement procedures as accepted by DG ECHO during the certification process. In case procurement procedures differ between those of a relevant EUNS and those of the Country NS, the most stringent procedures shall apply, which shall at a minimum comply with the following principles (i) sound financial management, (ii) equal treatment, fairness and transparency, (iii) proportionality, (iv) conducting due diligence and avoiding conflicts of interest and (v) ethical procurement, as well as ensure compliance with the quality standards for medical supplies, devices and food established by DG ECHO. On a case-by-case basis, each Partner EUNS may communicate instructions to the Country NS regarding procurement rules and processes to be complied with.
8.3. Each Party is responsible to clearly document any cases of derogations to their normal procurement procedures. Each Party is responsible to maintain and keep proof of communication with failed bidders.
8.4. Each Party is responsible to ensure that supplier contracts contain a clause requiring the supplier to respect basic working rights and ILO standards. 
8.5. The origin of the goods and the nationality of the organisations, companies and experts selected for carrying out activities in the Country Action shall be determined in accordance with the Parties’ relevant rules. However, and in any event, goods, organisations, companies and experts eligible under the applicable regulatory provisions of the European Union shall be eligible. Without prejudice to the foregoing or to the Parties’ regulations and rules, the Parties shall promote the use of local contractors when implementing the Country Action.
8.6. Each of the Parties shall adopt reasonable measures to ensure that potential contractors shall be excluded from participation in a procurement or award procedure, if such Party becomes aware that these potential contractors:
· or persons having powers of representation, decision making or control over them, have been the subject of a final judgement or of a Final Administrative Decision (as defined in the European Union Financial Regulations) for fraud, corruption, involvement in a criminal organisation, money laundering, terrorist-related offences, child labour or trafficking in human beings.
· or persons having powers of representation, decision making or control over them have been the subject of a final judgement or of a Final Administrative Decision for an irregularity affecting the EU's financial interest.
· are guilty of misrepresentation in supplying the information required as a condition of participation in the procedure or if they fail to supply this information.
· have been the subject of a final judgment or of a Final Administrative Decision establishing that the entities have created an entity under a different jurisdiction with the intention to circumvent fiscal, social or any other legal obligations of mandatory application in the jurisdiction of its registered office, central administration or principal place of business.
· have been created with the intention described in point d) above as established by a final judgment or a Final Administrative Decision.
9. [bookmark: _Toc116642769]Checks and Penalties
9.1. Each Party shall inform the Lead Organisation when a tenderer is in one of the situations under Clause 8.6 or when a contractor has been found guilty of making false declarations or committing substantial errors, irregularities and fraud. 

9.2. This information may be communicated by the Lead Organisation to IFRC; and from IFRC to ECHO and the Parties acknowledge that it may be used by the European Commission for the purpose of the Early Detection and Exclusion System. The Party shall inform the Lead Organisation and the Federation when it becomes aware that transmitted information needs to be rectified, updated or removed. The Party shall ensure that the entity concerned is informed that its data was transmitted to the European Commission and may be included in the Early Detection and Exclusion System and be published on the website of the European Commission. These requirements cease at the expiry or termination of this Agreement.

9.3. In the event of failure to comply with the provisions of this provision, the relevant costs may be declared ineligible.
10. [bookmark: _Toc113446050][bookmark: _Toc113446268][bookmark: _Toc116642770]Visibility and Communication
10.1. The Country Action will be externally communicated as a joint action of the Parties.
10.2. In order to streamline communication lines, the [insert Lead Organisation] together with the Country NS will be responsible for all official communication in relation to this Country Action going out from the Parties to third parties (e.g., national and local authorities, European agencies and services, other NGOs, IOs), including DG ECHO. [insert Lead Organisation] will forward Country Action-related reports and other relevant documents or communication to the Parties. 
10.3. All Parties will ensure equitable visibility of the Parties and DG ECHO where possible throughout the Country Action Period. All Parties shall ensure that the visibility, communication, and information made are in line with the Contribution Agreement and ECHO rules, requirements set up in art. 9 of this Country Agreement and with [insert Country NS] policy regarding visibility.
10.4. The Parties agree that the fulfilment of ECHO’s requirements concerning visibility in the field shall be the responsibility of the Lead Organization, which shall receive and manage the relevant budget according to ECHO requirements of standard visibility, whereas any other global level  communication activities shall be the responsibility of the Federation, unless (a) expressly indicated otherwise in the relevant visibility action plan for the PPP or (b) agreed otherwise in writing between the Federation and the Lead Organization;
10.5. Each of the Lead Organization, Partner EUNS and the Country NS shall provide to the Federation access to their premises and location of field activities for content gathering missions and media visits linked to the Above Standard Visibility Plan (as agreed with ECHO),
10.6. The Parties agree that any exception or derogation to the ECHO visibility requirements set forth in Article 13 of the General Terms and Conditions which the Lead Organization, any Partner EUNS or the Country NS may request, shall be centralized and processed through the Federation.
10.7. All Parties have to keep documentation and proof of visibility and communication activities in case of DG ECHO audit.
10.8. In order to ensure visibility, the Parties will share reports, human interest stories and photographs, and facilitate media interests from the Parties, if possible, subject to any applicable personal data protection and intellectual property laws, rights of third parties and confidentiality obligations.
10.9.  If for security reason, or due to the need for Parties to comply with the Fundamental Principles of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement, it would become impossible or dangerous to comply with the DG ECHO obligation in term of visibility, the Parties will inform the IFRC, which will communicate the situation to DG ECHO and request for alternative arrangements on this matter.
10.10. Such information and publications, in any form and media, including the Internet, shall include the following disclaimer “This document was produced with the financial assistance of the European Union. The views expressed herein can in no way be taken to reflect the official opinion of the European Union..”
10.11. If appropriate, a reference will be made on the Parties’ websites to the European Union with a hyperlink established to the relevant webpage of the European Commission’s Directorate General for Civil Protection and Humanitarian Aid Operations (DG ECHO) on the Europa website.
11. [bookmark: _Toc113446051][bookmark: _Toc113446269][bookmark: _Toc116642771]Audit and financial penalties
11.1. The Parties agree to keep Country Action records and other supporting documents (at least for eight years following the reception of final payment by IFRC). 
11.2. Each Party is responsible to ensure that all purchasing files will be available for a potential DG ECHO audit. Parties are encouraged to keep copies of all files and invoices in case of loss or destruction.
11.3. The Parties agree to give the DG ECHO and their auditors as well as other European Commission services as European Anti-Fraud Office (OLAF) and European Court of Auditors (ECA) representatives full access to all financial records, bank statements, vouchers and supporting documents related to its projects activities and any other documentation requested (including internal procedures and other) during the duration of the Country Action and after the Action Period ends for the audit purposes for a period of eight years starting from the date of the final payment of the balance.
11.4. In case of any decision by DG ECHO to apply for financial penalties or a reduction of funding due to poor, partial or late implementation of the Country Action, the Party responsible for the actions, omission, event or circumstances which have caused such financial penalty or reduction of funding shall fully cover the costs related to such penalty or reduction.
12. [bookmark: _Toc113446052][bookmark: _Toc113446270][bookmark: _Toc116642772]Modification, Extension, Suspension and Termination
12.1. The provisions of this Country Agreement may be amended, modified, or terminated only with mutual written consent of all Parties.
12.2. If there is a need for an essential change in the Country Action, the requesting Party shall send to the [insert Lead Organisation] a duly justified amendment proposition explaining the object of the modification requested. The proposition shall be made in due time, i.e., before the amendment takes effect and, in any case, at least four months before the end of the implementation of the Country Action, to allow the IFRC sufficient time to request modification with DG ECHO. The [insert Lead Organisation] shall then inform the other Parties of the modification request and DG ECHO answer to this request.
12.3. The Parties will comply with general information obligations, including obligation to inform each other about any events potentially hampering the implementation of the action. The Parties will consult each other immediately in situations affecting the implementation of this Country Agreement and this Action in order to ensure the proper full implementation of the action as stipulated in art. 6.2.e. of this Country Agreement.
12.4. If one of the Parties – or all Parties jointly – in duly justified cases, decides to terminate the Country Agreement earlier than the stipulated Action period, this Party must serve formal notice in writing to [insert Lead Organisation] and other Parties as soon as possible and no less than three months in advance. A consultation process is therefore initiated by the [insert Lead Organisation] with the objective to safeguard the future of the Action. This process shall not last longer than 1 month.
12.5. If at any time during the course of this Country Agreement it becomes impossible for any of the Parties to perform any of their obligations for reasons of force majeure, this Party shall promptly notify the [insert Lead Organisation in writing of the existence of such force majeure. The [insert Lead Organisation] shall then inform immediately the other Parties. The Party giving notice is thereby relieved from the above-mentioned obligations as long as force majeure persists. The Parties note that if temporarily interruption is needed for the Country Action (and approved by the donor), the costs incurred during the temporarily interruption may not be considered eligible. 
12.6. In case of termination of this Country Agreement before the end of the Action Period by any of the Parties, this Party will submit a final narrative and financial report to [insert Lead Organisation].
12.7. Should this Country Agreement be terminated for whatever reason, no payment shall be due except for those services and supplies actually rendered or purchased, delivered or committed up to the date of termination, based on the Country Action document, subject to confirmation of eligibility by DG ECHO. Payments still due shall be calculated, if appropriate, on a pro rata basis. Any unutilized and uncommitted working advances shall be duly returned.
[bookmark: _Toc116642773]13. EU Restrictive measures 
13.1.	The parties shall recognise that under European Union (“EU”) law no EU funds or economic resources are to be made available, directly, or indirectly, to, or for the benefit of, any Restricted Entity or Person. In the context of this Agreement, ‘Restricted Entities or Persons’ means any entities, individuals or groups of individuals, designated by the EU as subject to the EU Restrictive Measures adopted in accordance with the Treaty on European Union (TEU) or to the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (TFEU).
13.2.	The parties shall endeavor that no EU funds or economic resources under this Agreement are made available directly or indirectly, to, or for the benefit of, any Restricted Entities or Persons, in accordance with, and under the conditions set out in, sub-paragraphs 13.3 to 13.7 below. 
13.3.	In particular, the parties shall ensure that no persons or entities subject to a verified hit against the EU Restrictive Measures Lists[footnoteRef:6] benefit, directly or indirectly, from EU funds or economic resources. The parties shall ensure this: i) through screening for hits against the EU Restrictive Measures Lists  before entering into direct contracts with vendors, suppliers, service providers and equivalent contractors, or direct funding agreements with implementing partners, or making payments, and ii) at subsequent contractual levels through the parties risk based due diligence via screening or through other appropriate means (that may include ex-post verification) as well as through any additional screening or measures that may be required by the Federation. [6: The consolidated EU Restrictive Measures Lists are presently available at https://data.europa.eu/data/datasets/consolidated-list-of-persons-groups-and-entities-subject-to-eu-financial-sanctions?locale=en . Note that the EU Official Journal is the official source of EU law and, in case of conflict, its content prevails.

] 

13.4.	In the event that any recipient of EU funds or economic resources is a Restricted Entity or Person, the parties shall promptly inform the Federation. In such an event, the Federation and the Commission shall promptly consult each other with a view to jointly determining remedial measures in accordance with their respective applicable legal frameworks. Such measures may include, but shall not be limited to, i) the recovery from the EUNS, Country NS of the amount of the EU funding or economic resources provided directly or indirectly for the benefit of a Restricted Entity or Person, ii), if possible, the reallocation of the relevant EU contribution under the Contribution Agreement, and either under this Agreement or a separate agreement with a third party, net of any costs incurred by the National Society and/or the Federation for undertaking any procurement or award procedure (hereinafter referred to as the ‘Corresponding Amount’), unless in case of gross negligence or willful misconduct of the National Society.  
13.5.	Where such remedial measures cannot be agreed upon, the Corresponding Amount shall not be charged to the Project Budget. This is without prejudice to any rights that either ECHO or the Federation may have to suspend or terminate the Contribution Agreement or this Agreement respectively, or to recover any relevant funds from the National Society.  
13.6.	Sub-paragraphs 13.2 to 13.5 above shall not impede the effective delivery of humanitarian assistance to persons in need in compliance with the humanitarian principles and relevant provisions of international humanitarian law. Consequently, in particular:
a.	Restricted Persons shall not be deprived of the protection afforded to them under international humanitarian law.
b.	Once the National Society has determined they are persons in need, persons in need shall not be screened. 
13.7.	This provision is without prejudice to the exceptions contained in the EU Restrictive Measures.
[bookmark: _Toc116642774]14. Confidentiality
14.1. The Parties agree to treat as confidential and not at any time disclose or permit to be disclosed to any person or otherwise make use of or permit to be made use of any information relating to their respective operations or finances or any other information that may reasonably be considered confidential information or explicitly classified by either party as such, where such information was received during the Term of this Agreement or in the course of its negotiation.
14.1. The Parties acknowledge that ECHO may have access on request, on a confidential basis, to such confidential documents, information, or other material.
14.1. Subject to the provisions of this Agreement, the Parties shall obtain each other’s prior written consent before publicly disclosing such information except where such information is in, or enters, the public domain, or disclosure of such information is required by law and the Party concerned has given reasonable notice of such disclosure.  
14.1. The obligation of confidentiality set out in this Article shall survive the termination of this Agreement.
15. [bookmark: _Toc113446053][bookmark: _Toc113446271][bookmark: _Toc116642775]Settlement of Disputes
15.1. Any claim or controversy arising from the Country Agreement that is not amicably settled by the Parties within 30 days shall be submitted to mediation. Such mediation shall be facilitated by a neutral party chosen by the Parties. If the Parties cannot agree on a person, or if the mediation does not resolve the dispute within 30 days, shall be settled by arbitration to the exclusion of the jurisdiction of any local courts and tribunals.
15.1. The arbitration shall be held in accordance with the United Nations Commission on International Trade Law (UNCITRAL) Arbitration Rules as at present in force of which the Parties have taken due notice, subject to such modification as the Parties may agree in writing. The appointment of a single arbitrator shall be agreed between the Parties, or failing agreement within fourteen (14) days, after either party has given to the other a written request to concur in the appointment of an arbitrator, by the President of the International Court of Justice. The arbitration shall be conducted in the English language and the place of arbitration shall be Geneva, Switzerland. The arbitral tribunal shall have no authority to award punitive damages. The Parties agree to be bound by any arbitration award rendered in accordance with this Section as final adjudication of any such dispute, controversy, or claim. 
16. [bookmark: _Toc113446054][bookmark: _Toc113446272][bookmark: _Toc116642776]Privileges and immunities
16.1. Nothing contained in this Agreement shall be deemed a waiver, express or implied, of any of the privileges or immunities of the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies. 
17. [bookmark: _Toc113446055][bookmark: _Toc113446273][bookmark: _Toc116642777]Annexed documents
This country Agreement consists of the following documents:
· Description of the Country Action/Country Action plan
· Estimated Country Budget
· Data Collection Tool presentation and template for financial reporting – 
· PPP governance and management
· ToR Country coordination group
· ToR Country Advisory group
· The Contribution Agreement between DG ECHO and the IFRC
· The Project Agreement between IFRC and the Lead Organisation
· The Contacts Table for the Country Agreement 
· Bank details of each Party
·  PPP: Roles and Responsibilities of each party
· Procurement Guidelines 
· [Optional: Parties may add an annex on the working modalities e.g. procurement, financial transfers, if agreed at country level]

18. [bookmark: _Toc113446056][bookmark: _Toc113446274][bookmark: _Toc116642778]Signatures
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